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XVI NLS TRILEGAL INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION MOOT

These are the ruLes For the XVINLS TriLegal International Arbitration Moot.
NLSTIAM s Moot RulLes are reviewed and aLtered annualLy. Therefore, unLess
specified, reLiance on past RuLes WiLL not be an acceptablLe excuse For FaiLure to
compLy with the current RuLes

1. DEFINITIONS

11 Administrator(s) means the Moot Court Society of the National Law School of India
University. BangaLore, members thereof. or any person/persons FormallLy appointed For
the administration and conduct of the Competition, by the said Moot Court Society.

12 Advanced Round means the FinaL Round, Semi—-FinaL Rounds and Quarter-FinaL
Rounds of the Competition.

13 Bench Memorandum means the memorandum of Law, issues and authorities
concerning the competition probLem prepared by the Authors/Administrator.

14 CLdimant means the side that argues on behalf of the CLaimant at any given point in
the competition.

15 CLarifications refer to procedurdl order(s) and/or any cLarification(s) issued by the
administrator and pubLished on the ofFiciaL website of the Mmoot pursuant to RuLe 7.

16 Competition means the XVI NLS—-TriLegdlL InternationaL Arbitration Moot, 2023.
17 IST means Indian Standard Time.

18 Memorial means the written arguments submitted by each team, in accordance
with the NLSTIAM RulLes.

19 Speaker refers to a participant who presents oral arguments in any given round.
110 OFfFiciaL Website means the website of the competition (Wuww.nLstiam.inFo)

1711 OraL Round means a team s pLeadings, comprising two speakers, submitted oralLlLy
in Front of arbitrators. acting as ad judicators, on behalLF of one of the parties against
another team representing the opposing party.

112 Participant refers to any member of an institution participating in the
competition.

113 PendlLty refers to the sanctions imposed on participating teams For non—compLiance
with the provisions of the RuLes.

114 PLagiarism IF. in the memoridl checker s opinion, there is Found to be an instance of
pLagiarism prevalLent in a certain memorial, the participating team alLlLeged to have

committed pLagiarism wiLL be asked to show cause by the administrators. IF Found guiLty
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of pLagiarism, the administrators may impose any sanction that it may deem Fit. incLuding
disquaLification From the Moot.

In instances where the participating institution is aLLeged to have pLagiarized From the
memorialL of another participating university memorial, the Latter will aLso be asked to
show cause by the administrators. IF, in the opinion of the administrators, the Latter has
WiILLingLY alLLowed the Former to pLagiarize From their work, such a participating
institution shall aLso be held guiLty of pLagiarism and sanctioned by the administrators

as they deem Fit.
The administrators define pLagiarism as incLuding but not Limited to the FolLLowing:

1. Direct dupLication of the work of somebody eLse s work represented inter alLia in
books, articLes. internet sources without acknowlLedgement.

2. Substantial dupLication of somebody eLse s work represented inter alia in books,
articLes, and internet sources without acknowlLedgement. This would incLude
work where sentences have been substantialLLy copied. that is, where at the Least
seven continuous words From the originaL work are present in the impugned
memoriaL and / or where a segment of the impugned memorial has been
paraphrased From the
originalL work with minor changes. keeping intact the import of the original work.

3. Direct or substantiaL duplication of another moot memorial submitted to the
competition, irrespective of whether that memorial is a competing memorial or
not. and irrespective of whether there is acknowlLedgement or not. Substantial
dupLication denotes situations wherein sentences have been substantially copied.
that is, where at the Least seven continuous words From the original work are
present in the impugned memorialL and / or where a segment of the impugned
memoriaL has been paraphrased From the other memorial with minor changes.
Keeping intact the import of the Latter.

115  Preliminary Rounds means the oral rounds which take pLace beFore the
advanced round, as defined under RuLe 12. and For the purpose of determining
which teams qualify For the advanced rounds.

116 ProbLem means the officiaL hypothetical Case— Study of the Competition
reLeased by the administrators. CLarifications as defined under RuLe 15 shall

Form part of the probLem.
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117 Rebuttals refer tothe arguments presented by the CLaimant in response
to the Respondent s submissions at the end of the main pLeadings of aLL the
speakers.

118 Respondent means the side that argues on behalF of the Respondent at
any given point in the competition.

119 Scouting means a person observing the OralL Rounds of a team other than
the team such person is associated with.

120 Surrebuttal refer to the defense presented by the Respondent to the
rebuttals as defined in CLause 1.75.

121 Team Code refers to the code aLLocated to a participating institution by
the administrator after compLetion of the Registration according to RuLe 64.
122 TribunaL means a colLLective reFerence to the arbitrators present at the

ordlL round, where an arbitrator is an adjudicator of an oraL round.

2. INTERPRETATION

The administrators wiLL have excLusive authority to interpret the RulLes in instances of
interpretational confLict. Such interpretation WILL be guided by interests of Fairness of
equaLity. The interpretation pLaced upon these RulLes by the administrators shall be
conclLusive and the decision of the administrators regarding the appLication of these RuLes

shall be FinaL.

3. ELIGIBILITY

3.1. The Competition is open to alLL students, enrolLLed bona-Fide on a regulLar basis in an
Undergraduate/Post Graduate Law course (incLuding LL.M. programs) or its equivaLent
conducted by any recognized institution.

3.2. A recognized institution shall be entitLed to send onlLy one team to the competition.
3.3.In a system where a university has constituent colLLeges, each colLege can register a
team or the university as such can be represented by a team comprising students From

difFerent constituent colLlLeges.

4. TEAM COMPOSITION

H1. A team can have a minimum of two members and a maximum of Four members. In

edach of the oraL rounds two members of the team WILL be speakers. Other members of
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the team shalL not aid them during the presentation of arguments in any way
whatsoever. DiFFerent members of the team can be speakers in difFFerent oral rounds.
However, to be eLigibLe For the award For Best IndividuaL Speaker mentioned in RuLe 15.3,
a participant must have argued at Least once For the CLaimant and once For the
Respondent during the prelLiminary rounds. The average score per argument WwiLL be
calcuLated and the award wilLL be determined on that basis.

H2. Once registered, a team WiLL not be permitted to vary the composition of the team
in any manner. Changes. if any. may onLy be made with the express permission of the
administrators (at their discretion). if due reason is shown For the same.

H43. Any changes with respect to the contact details shalL be notiFied to the
administrators with immediate efFfect. This obligation to inForm shalL continue
throughout the course of the competition and the adverse consequences resuLting From
a FaiLure to report new contact detaiLs shall be borne by the teams aLone

Y4, Certificates For participating team members wilL be prepared From the team Lists
submitted. The certifFicates of participation wilL show the names of the team members
exactLy as they have been submitted. It is thereFore incumbent on teams to ensure that

names are spelLt and presented correctlLy.

5. ASSISTANCE TO TEAMS FROM NON-MEMBERS AND/OR
EXTERNAL SOURCES

5.1. Every team must research and write its memoriaL without the assistance of non-
members. Teams may receive general advice From Faculty Advisors and/or Coaches.
However, such advice must be Limited to general advice on the area of Law concerned.
structure of arguments and generaL commentary on the team s arguments. No advice
whatsoever may be taken From any member of another team or any Coach/Faculty
Advisor of another team.

5.2. The Bench Memorandum shall be confidential at allL times. Any team Found making
use of the Bench Memorandum, however acquired. shalLl be disqualified. In preparing its
MemoriaLs, no team may incorporate arguments or other information From the

Memorials of other teams.
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6. REGISTRATION
6.1. GENERAL

6.1.1. Each team shall register For the moot by FiLLing the onLine registration Form before
271°* February 2023. The teams are stronglLy encouraged to complLete the registration
Form at the earLiest possibLe.

6.1.2. WhiLe FiLLing the registration Form, the teams have to choose a primary contact
person. ALL communications concerning the Moot WiLL be sent by e—maiL to the nominated
contact person. It is that person s responsibiLity to convey aLL reLevant inFormation and
distribute alLL reLevant material to the team. Changes in contact details of the nominated
persons, if any. must be duLy communicated to the Administrators.

6.2. REGISTRATION FEE

6.2.1. The registration Fee For aLL overseas teams is USD 200. For dlLL Indian teams. @
registration Fee of INR 2500 shall be charged. The teams quaLifying For the oral rounds
in accordance with RuLe 11.2 shalLL have to pay a Further Fee of INR 7500. This Fee is
incLusive of accommodation, travel to and From the venue and the tickets to the socials
event For aLL members of the team.

6.3. PAYMENT OF REGISTRATION FEE

6.3.1. The registration Fee For the Moot is to be paid through a wire transfer. the detaiLs
of which are avaiLabLe on our website. For overseas teams, the deadLine For payment of
registration Fee is March T 2023. For Indian teams. the deadline For payment of
registration Fee is February 25th, 2023. For Indian teams that qualify For the oral
rounds in accordance with RuLe T1.2, the deadLine For payment of registration Fee is ApriL
21, 2023.

6.3.2. Any transfer Fees or any other incidentalL charges must be paid by the transFeror.
The wire transfer must aLso indicate the name of the institution For which the transfFer
has been made.

6.3.3. ALL teams must emaiL a screenshot of the payment made within 3 days of the
expiry of the deadLine of payment.

64. Once a team is registered aFter FiLLing in the registration Form, a team code shallL
be assigned to it by the administrators. This team code WwilLL serve as their unique

identifFier both For MemoridLs and at the oralL rounds.
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6.5. The administrators reserve the absoLute discretion to refuse or cancelL the

registration of any team.

7. CLARIFICATIONS TO THE PROBLEM

7.1. ALL requests For clLarifications to the probLem must be emaiLed to nLstiam@nLs.ac.in,
Latest by 271° February 2023). Request For cLarifications sent to any other emaiL ID
shalLlL not be considered.

7.2. The request For cLarifications shoulLd be cLear and reLated to the Facts of the case
and not relLated to the substantive arguments.

7.3. ALL cLarifFications issues in the Form of a procedural order shall be posted on the
oFFiciaL website of the Competition within a week to ten days of the deadline of
submission of the cLarifications.

7M4. The cLarifications as and when issued become a part of the Moot probLem.

8. ANONYMITY OF TEAMS

8.1. Teams must not revedl the name of their institution, or country of origin. or names
OF the participants, anywhere in the memoriaLs or in the course of the oralL arguments.
Teams must aLso not make use of or dispLay in any manner whatsoever any Logo. pins,
badges etc. in the memorials or during the course of the oralL arguments. Provided that
speakers may refer to themselves and other speakers in an oralL round by their
respective names.

8.2. A team must be identified onLy by the team code that wilLL be alLLotted to it afFter
registration as per RuLe S54.

8.3. VioLation of RuLe 8.1 at any point WILL Lead to severe penalLty or disqualification as

determined by the administrators.

9. MEMORIALS

9.1 GENERAL

9.1.1. Each participating team must prepare one CLaimant memorial and one Respondent
MemoridL.

9.1.2. ALL memoriaLs must be in EngLish.
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9.1.3. The memorial scores WiLL contribute to deciding the outcome of @ match in the

preLiminary rounds in @ manner described in RuLe 1H.2.

92 RIGHTS OVER MEMORIALS

921. The administrators reserve the right to publLish and disseminate memorialLs
submitted to and For the Moot. The MemoridlLs shalLl be attributed to the reLevant
institution and participants during such publication and dissemination. Submission of
memoridLs in this Moot shall constitute consent to such publication and dissemination.
9.2.2. The administrators aLso reserve the right to use the memorials submitted For any
other purpose they may deem Fit whiLe ensuring appropriate attribution.

93 SUBMISSION OF MEMORIALS

9.3.71. SUBMISSION OF SOFT COPIES

a. ALL teams shall send a soft copy of memoridls For each side in both Microsoft
Word and PDF Formats. via eLectronic mailL. on or beFore 21 March, 2023.

b. Any submission made aFter March 21 2023 (1159 P.M. IST) wiLL be considered
Late submission and penalLized according to RuLe 104 of the Competition.

c. Each Memorial shoulLd be contained in a singLe FiLe with the name of the FiLe being
the alLLocated team code FolLowed by the First Letter of the party whose arguments
are presented in that memoriaL. i.e.. an R For Respondent and A For CLaimant. For instance,
the CLaimant memorial of team code 2 shouLd be named 2A and the Respondent

memorialL of team code shouLd be named 2R .

9.3.2. SuBMISSION oF HARD COPIES

a. Teams are required to submit six hard copies of the CLaimant and Respondent
memoridlLs each when they arrive For the competition. The memoriaLs must be printed
doubLeside on A4 size sheets, with equal margin of at Least one inch on aLL sides.

b. The Cover Page must be printed on bLue paper For each CLaimant memorial, and
Red paper For each Respondent memoriaL. The hard copies should be spiraL bound onLy.
c. The hard copies must be exactlLy simiLar to the soFt copy. Any changes in the hard
copy vis—a-vis the soft copy. irrespective of the magnitude, WilLL entaiL disquaLification.

The decision of the administrators WwiLL be FindlL in this regard.
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94 FORMAT OF MEMORIALS

94.1. MEMORIAL STRUCTURE

Each Memorial must contain aLL of, and onLy. the FoLLowing components:

a. Cover page:

b. TabLe of Contents:

C. TabLe of Abbreviations:

d Index of Authorities:

e. Statement of Jurisdiction:

F. Statement of Facts:

g Issues Raised.

h. Summary of Arguments:

. Arguments Advanced/PLeadings:

J Prayer.
94H.2. FONT AND SPACING

o} The text Font For the Arguments Advanced and Prayer. incLuding that of alL
headings and sub—headings. must be Times New Roman. size 12 with 15 Line spacing
and the text must be justified.

b. The text Font For the Footnotes must be Times New Roman, size 10 with 1.0 Line
spacing and the text must be justiFied. There must be no additional space between
two Footnotes.

C. Character spacing shouLd not be condensed in any manner.

d. As mentioned in RuLe 9.3.2(a). each page in the memoriaLs must have a margin of

one inch on aLlL sides.

943 PENALTIES

Non—-compLiance with the Formatting requirements wiLL be pendlized with deductions

From the Memorials as per RulLe 10.3.

94Y. CoveER PAGE

The Cover Page of each memorialL must contain onLy the FolLLowing inFormation:
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a. The team registration code in the upper right—hand corner, FoLLowed by an A For
the CLaimant MemoriaL. or an R For the Respondent memorialL. For exampLe,
Team 555 would put the code S55A in the upper right—hand corner of its

CLaimant memoriaL:

[} The name of the Forum before which the proceedings are being conducted:

C. The year of the Competition:

d. The name of the case:

e. The titLe of the memorial (either Memorial For CLaimant or AAemorial For

Respondent. ).

9Y45. TABLE OF ABBREVIATIONS

ALL abbreviations used in the memorial must be incLuded in the TabLe of Abbreviations.
This WILL incLude commonLy used abbreviations. acronyms and marks such as % . & . UK,
SIAC. etc. The TablLe of Abbreviations must be in an aLphabetical order.

94.6. INDEX OF AUTHORITIES

The Index of Authorities must List dlLL the authorities cited in the memorialL. The Index
must indicate the page number(s) and/or the paragraph number(s) of the memorial in
which the authority is cited. The use of passim in pLace of specific page and/or paragraph

number(s) is not sufFicient. The Index of Authorities must be in an aLphabetical order.

9Y4.7. STATEMENT OF FACTS

The Statement of Facts must contain a concise statement of the reLevant Facts of the
dispute. As Far as may be. the Statement of Facts shoulLd be Limited to the stipuLated

Facts and Legitimate inFerences which can be drawn From those Facts.

94.8. ISSUES RAISED

a. Inthis section teams shoulLd present the Legal questions the Court is being callLed
upon to decide in the context of the case. They must be presented as neutral
questions, i.e. teams should not state their position on the questions raised in this
section.

b. WJhiLe each Legal question might have Further sub—questions, teams must state

onLy the main LegalL questions in this section.
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94.9. ARGUMENTS ADVANCED & PRAYER

Substantive, aFFirmative Legal argument or Legadl interpretation of the Facts of the Case
may onLy be presented in the Arguments Advanced section of the Memorial. The

Arguments Advanced and Prayer shallL not exceed 25 pages.

94.10. FOOTNOTES AND CITATIONS

a. It is not permitted to provide any inFormation in the Footnotes that is not reLated
ko the identification of an authority or source. Footnotes may not incLude
additional Legal arguments.

b. A consistent Format of citations must be FolLowed.

c. It is hereby cLarified that teams are not aLLowed to cite authorities in—Line.

d. Endnotes are not permitted.

10. JUDGING OF MEMORIALS

10.1 GENERAL
10.1.1. Each MemoriaL shalL be assessed individuaLLy and independentLy by two (2) judges.
10.1.2. Every memoridl wiLL be marked on a maximum of one hundred (100) marks by
each judge on the basis of criteria mentioned in RuLe 10.2. Negative marks WwiLL be
awarded in the manner detaiLed in RuLe 10.3. TherefFore, in a match between Team 2
(CLaimant) v. Team 10 (Respondent). Team 2 s CLaimant memoriaL wiLL be marked by
two judges and can score up to a maximum of 200 marks. The same is appLicabLe For
team 10 s Respondent memoridlL.
10.13. A team s totaL Memorial score shalL be the sum of marks awarded For the

CLaimant. memorial and marks awarded For the Respondent memorial.

10.2 SUBSTANTIVE SCORING

Each judge can award a maximum of one hundred (100) marks and memoriaLs WiLL be

Judged on the FolLLowing criteria:

a. Recognition of issues: complLete and correct recognition and weighing of

issues ..10
b. Correct primary and aLternative
submissions .10
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IdentifFication of LegalL
principLes .20

@QuaLity and extent of research: Use of reLevant case Law, academic wiritings
etc 20

Appreciation and application of Facts Jo
Logical structure and cLarity of
thought .10

Ingenuity .10
OverallL Impression-: Formatting. citations
etc 10

10.3 MEMORIAL PENALTIES (OBJECTIVE DEDUCTIONS)

Non—compLiance with ruLes concerning Formatting and submission of memorials provided
in these RuLes WILL resuLt in a deduction From the alLLocated marks. Irrespective of the
actual total pendlties incurred. no more than 15 marks can be deducted For each
memoriaL For noncompliance with procedural requirements. Pendlties For Late
submission of memoridls shall be applicablLe separately as per RuLe 10.4.

RULE VIOLATION PENALTY

8.1 Breach of memorial anonymity | DisquaLification From the Moot

941 Missing or additional section 2 marks For every vioLation

SH41 Incorrect order of sections 2 marks (One time deduction)

942 Incorrect Font size in the main| 1mark For every page on which
Pody of Lhe memopidy there is a vioLation

942 Incorrect Line spacing in the main| 1 mark For every page on which
el @t Eelel there is a vioLation

942 Incorrect Font stylLe in the main| 1mark For every page on which
S luicEgeic memonial there is a vioLation

942 Incorrect page size and/or page | 1 mark For every page on which
margin in the main body of the | .« o vioLation
memoriaL

o44y MiSSing or unnecessary Imark per piece of inFormation
inFormation on cover page
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949 Substantive Legal arguments | 2 marks For every page on which
outside the arguments advanced | there is a vioLation
section
9459 Exceeding the page Limit of the| 3 marks For every page that is in
arguments advanced section excess OF the prescribed page
Limit
94,10 (a) Extra infFormation in Footnotes | 1 mark For each vioLation (1 mark
WILL be deducted For every
Footnote that has extra
inFormation)
94,10 (d) Use of endnotes 3 marks

104 PENALTIES FOR LATE SUBMISSION

For every hour of deLay in memorial submission From the prescribed time of submission,
one mark shall be deducted. Any memorial submitted 12 hours aFter the time prescribed
above WiLL not be accepted and the team wWilL not be aLLowed to participate except at
the discretion of the administrators. The decision of the administrators shall be Final in

this regard.

Note: The above deduction would applLy even if the delLay were not of a compLete hour.
Hence. For exampLe. a Memorial submitted at 12:01am would stilLL be sub_ject to a Tmark
deduction.

1. QUALIFCATION FOR ORAL ROUNDS

T1.1. ALL overseas teams automaticallLy quaLiFy For the oraL rounds on submission of
memoridlLs For both sides.

T1.2. A totaL of twenty (20) Indian teams WiLL quaLify For the oraL rounds. In the event
that the number of Indian teams submitting memoridls is more than tuwenty. the twenty
teams with the highest memorial scores wilL quaLify For the oraL rounds of the
Competition. The Memorial scores used For this purpose WwilLL be excLusive ofF the
memorial penaLties (ob jective deductions) Laid down in RuLe 10.3 but would incLude the

penalLties For Late submission provided in RuLe 104
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12. ORAL ROUNDS
12.1 GENERAL

12.1.1. The OraL pLeadings shadlL be in EngLish onLy. There wiLL be no deviation From this
Language requirement.

12.1.2. During the oral round. the teams are not aLLowed to use any eLectronic device such
as Laptops. mobiLe phones. video camera etc.

12.1.3. Teams are not restricted to the arguments in their written memoranda. CLaimants
and Respondents in their First preLiminary round should expect to reLy on the arguments
given in their written memoranda or to be prepared to justify why that position has been
abandoned. In subsequent hearings. arbitrators may be Less demanding on this issue as it
is expected that teams WILL improve their arguments during the Moot.

1214, In the prelLiminary rounds. each team shall have thirty (30 minutes) to present
their arguments, incLuding time For answering questions From the adjudicators and
rebuttals and sur rebuttals. In the advanced rounds, the total time permitted to each
team For presenting arguments may be extended to Forty-rfive (HS) minutes at the
discretion of the administrators. The time alLLocation of a team shadlL be decided in
accordance with RuLe 12.3.

12.15. BefFore the start of the oraL round of any team. the team shalLlL inForm the
timekeeper of the names of the two members who WILL be presenting oral arguments
in that round. The team shalLL aLso inForm the timekeeper regarding the aLLocation of
time between themselLves and the time reserved For rebuttal/sur—rebuttal. in
accordance with RuLe 12.3. Once so inFormed, these timings shalLL not be changed.

12.2 ORDER OF PRESENTATION

Prior to the beginning of a particuLar oralL round. the two teams participating in that
round shalL discuss amongst each other and reach a consensus on the order of

presentation of oralL arguments to be FolLLowed in that round.

At the beginning of the round. the teams shall inForm the arbitral tribunal regarding the
order of presentation that they have mutualLy agreed upon. Notwithstanding the
agreement that the teams may have reached. the Final authority to decide the order of

presentation rests with the arbitral tribunal.
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ExpLanation: Some panelLs of arbitrators may ask one team to present its argument on
dLL of the issues before the other team is permitted to present its argument. Other
panels of arbitrators may ask both teams to argue one issue First (incLuding rebuttal
and sur—rebuttal For that issue) beFore they both argue in respect of a second issue.
NormallLy the party who has raised the issue WILL argue First. Therefore, normally the
CLaimant would argue First. if it is Lo present its arguments on alLL of the issues before
the Respondent is permitted to argue. However. if the Respondent has raised an ob jection
ko the jurisdiction of the arbitral tribunal or other such defense. the tribunal would
normally ask it to present its arguments on that issue before the CLaimant responds to

it.
T12.3 TIME ALLOCATION

12.3.1. BeFore the start of the oral round the team must inForm the timekeeper of the
manner in which the team wishes to divide its total time between its (i) First speaker, (ii)
second speaker, and (i) the rebuttal (For CLaimant) or sur—-rebuttal (For Respondent).
1232
a. For the preLiminary rounds, each team may distribute its aLLocated thirty (30) as
it deems Fit, provided that:
i.  No speaker is aLLocated Less than ten (10) minutes For presentation of main
arguments. ii. No more than Four (H) minutes are reserved fFor its rebuttal/sur—

rebuttal

For instance. an acceptablLe allLocation may be T4 minutes For each speaker s main

arguments and 2 minutes For rebuttal/ sur rebuttal.

b. For the advanced rounds. each team may distribute its aLLocated Forty-Ffive (HS)
minutes as it deems Fit, provided that:

. No speaker is aLLocated Less than FiFteen (15) minutes or more than twenty-Five

(25) minutes For presentation of main arguments.

i. No more than Five (5) minutes are reserved For its rebuttal/sur- rebuttal
12.3.3. The arbitral tribunal, at their discretion. may extend the time Limits stated as
Long as neither team is aLLowed more than Forty-Five (HS) minutes to present its
arguments, in the preLiminary rounds. and more than sixty (60) minutes in the advanced

rounds incLuding the time necessary to answer the questions of the tribunal. UJhiLe
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exercising its discretion, it WiLL be the responsibiLity of the arbitral tribunal to ensure

that both teams are treated FairLy.

124 REBUTTAL AND SUR—REBUTTAL

124.1. The rebuttal/sur-rebuttal may be presented by onLy one speaker of a team For
aLL the issues or by both speakers individuaLLy For the issues that they are presenting.
124.2. The Respondent team may use the time set aside For sur—-rebuttal onLy ifF the
CLaimant team exercises its right to rebuttal.

124.3.IF a team FaiLs to reserve time For a rebuttal or sur—rebuttal at the start of an
ordalL round it may not then request that such time be added during the course of the
round.

1244. The CLaimant s rebuttadl must be Limited to responding to the Respondent’'s oraL
pLeadings: whereas the Respondent’'s sur-rebuttal is Limited to responding to the

CLaimant s rebuttal.
125 COMMUNICATION DURING ORAL ROUNDS

125.1. OrRAL

a. During the oral round, oraL communication is Limited to the arbitral tribunal and
the speaker presenting the arguments.

b. During the oralL round. onLy the two speakers For that round WiLL be present at
the counsel s tablLe. Any other member of the team shallL not be present at the
counsel tabLe and shall not aid the speakers or communicate with them in any
manner.

c. Communication between the two speakers at the counsel s table. if required,
shall be in writing, and teams shallL avoid any inappropriate behavior which

disturbs the presentation of oralL arguments.

125.2. UJRITTEN

a. A compendium containing @ compilLation of cases and other reLevant materials in
support of the oral pLeadings may be submitted to the arbitral tribunal. However.
the Final discretion to accept or reject any such compendium rests with the

arbitral tribunal.
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Provided that. if the tribunal accepts the submission of the compendium. one copy
Of the compendium shall alLso be submitted to the opposing team in the oral
round. A teams that FaiLs to provide a copy of the compendium to the opposing

team WILL not be aLLowed to repLy on the compendium.

Such compendium and the other research material must not contain any
identiFying mark/sedl of the team. its members or of the institution being
represented by the team. Any material with an identifFication mark shall not be

dLLowed inside the venue of the oralL rounds.

T12.6 OBSERVING ORAL ROUNDS

12.6.1. PARTICIPANTS

Team member's, or individuaLs directLy affiLiated with a team, may observe onLy
those preLiminary rounds in which their team is competing. Any Form of scouting
is strictLy prohibited and shalLlL entaiL disqudLification of the team. The decision of
the administrators shall be finalL in this regard.

For teams which have moved on to the advanced rounds of the competition, team
members, or individudlLs directLy affiLiated with a team, may observe onLy those
advanced rounds in which their team is competing.

Teams, and individualLs directlLy afFfiLiated with teams, which have not qualLified For
the advanced rounds may observe any of the advanced rounds.

Once a team in the advanced rounds has been knocked out of the Competition, team
members and individuaLs directlLy affiLiated with the team. may observe any of

the remaining advanced rounds.

12.6.2. NON—PARTICIPANTS

Any non-participant is aLLowed to observe any of preLiminary or advanced rounds.

Provided that the administrators reserve the right to bar a non—participating observer

From attending a particuLar oral round if. in the opinion of the administrators. the
observer is disturbing the speakers in an oral round in any manner whatsoever.

T12.7 DETERMINING SIDES IN ADVANCED ROUNDS

12.7.1. IF the two teams in any of the advanced rounds. incLuding the Final round. argued

against one another in the preLiminary rounds. they WiLL argue For the opposite party in
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the advanced round. IF they did not argue against one another in the preLiminary rounds,
in the First advanced round the determination as to which team wiLL be CLaimant and
which WiLL be Respondent WILL be by a coin toss. In the FoLLowing rounds, when one of the
two teams in the preceding round was CLaimant and the other was Respondent. they
WILL argue For the opposite party For which they argued in that preceding round. IF both
teams argued For the CLaimant or both argued For the Respondent in the preceding round,
the decision as to which team wiLL be CLaimant and which wilL be Respondent wilL be
determined by a coin toss.

12.7.2. In cases of a coin toss, the team that was ranked higher in the preLiminary rounds

shall call the toss.

13. JUDGING OF ORAL ROUNDS

13.1. Each preLiminary round shall be judges by two (2) judges and each advanced round
shaLl be judges by three (3) judges.

13.2. Each oral pLeadings wilL be marked on a maximum of one hundred (100) points by
each of the judges.

13.3. The oraL pLeading shalL be judges on the FoLLowing criteria:

Recognition of issues: compLete and 10
correct recognition and weighing of

issues

Identification of Legal principLes 15
Use of authorities i =
Appreciation and appLication of 15
Facts

CLarity. Logic and structure of 10
presentation

Response to questions 15
AbiLity to communicate with judges 10
Overdll presentation. poise and 10
demeanour
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14. COMPETITION FORMAT AND PROCEDURE
.1 GENERAL

.17, The Competition shall consist of preLiminary rounds and advanced rounds. Each
team shall argue in Four (4) Preliminary Rounds: twice as CLaimant and twice as
Respondent. The Advanced Rounds shall, unLess otherwise specified. consist of three
Knock-out rounds the Quarter FinalLs, Semi—FinaLs and the FinaL.

TH.1.2. The scoring and tabulation For the competition shall be based on a Round Points
( RP ) system. Each preLiminary round wiLL be decided on a scaLe of 9 round points, with
6 round points aLLocated to the oral round scores. and 3 round points aLLocated to the

memorialL scores.

TH.2 PRELIMINARY ROUNDS

2.1 As per RuLe 10.7, the memoriaLs of each team wiLL be marked by 2 judges with
each judge giving a score out of one hundred (100). Therefore, each team s memoriaLs
WILL have 2 scores: score given by memorial judge 1and score given by memorialL judge
2.

TH.22. In each preLiminary round match up. the score given by memorialL judge 1to the
CLaimant memoridl in that match wilL be compared with the score given by memorialL
Judge 1to the Respondent Memorial in that match. SimiLarLy. scores given by memorial
Judge 2 to the CLaimant memoridl in that match wiLL be compared with the scores given
by Jjudge 2 to the Respondent memoridl in that match.

TH.23. IF the team whose memoriadl has a higher score out of 100 on a particuLar judge s
score is ahead of the other team by a margin of seven (7) per cent or more, that team
WILL be awarded 15 round points For that judge and the team which has Lost on that
Judge s scoresheet WiLL be given O round points For that judge. IF the margin of victory
on a particuLar judge s score-sheet is Less than seven (7) per cent, the winning team
WILL be awarded 1 round points For that judge and the Losing team wiLL be awarded 1
round points For that judge. In case of a tie between the two teams, each team shall be
awarded 0.75 round points For the concerned judge. Thus, in aLL. 3 round points WiLL be

dLLotted to the memorialLs in each round.
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.24, As per RuLe 13, each preLiminary round match up WilL be judged by two (2) oraLs
Judges, each of whom shalLL mark every speaker on a score of 0-100. The team with the
higher totaL marks on a particuLar judge s score-sheet WilLL be the winner on that

Judge s score-sheet.

IF the winner on a particuLar judge s score—sheet is ahead of the other team by a margin
OF seven (7) per cent or more, that team wiLL be awarded 3 round points For that judge
and the team which has Lost on that judge s score-sheet WILL be given O Round Points
For that judge. IF the margin of victory on a particuLar judge s score—sheet is Less than
seven (7) per cent, the winning team wilLL be awarded 2 round points For that judge and
the Losing team wilL be awarded 1 round point For that judge. In case of a tie betuween
the two teams, each team shall be awarded 15 round points For the concerned judge.

Thus. every prelLiminary round wilLL have 6 round points aLLotted to the orals.

TH.25. As a resuLt, there are 9 Round Points to be won in each match up and the team

with the higher number of Round Points wins the match.

TH.3 QUALIFICATION FOR ADVANCED ROUNDS

The top 8 teams in the preLiminary rounds shall quaLify For the quarter Finals. The teams

shall be ranked according to the FolLLowing criteria:

a. First, the team with the higher number of total round points after the Four
preLiminary rounds shall be ranked higher:

b. SecondLy. iF there is a tie in the totadl round points, the team with the higher
number of wins in the preLiminary rounds WiLL be ranked higher:

c. ThirdLy. For teams that have the same total round points and wins in the
prelLiminary rounds, the team with the higher aggregate absolLute speaker scores
shaLlL be ranked higher:.

d. Lastly. if two teams have the same total round points. same wins and the same
aggregate absoLute speaker scores in the preLiminary rounds, then the team with

the higher memorial scores shalLlL be ranked higher.
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THY ADVANCED ROUNDS

THH4Y.1. QUARTER FINAL ROUNDS

a. The matchups of the quarter FinaL rounds wilLL be based on the ranking in the

preLiminary rounds and shall be as FolLLows:

i. Quarter Final T Rank 1v. Rank &

. Quarter FinalL 2: Rank 2 v. Rank 7

ii. Quarter FinalL 3: Rank 3 v. Rank 6

iv. Quarter FinalL Y: Rank 4 v. Rank 5

The side which a team wilL be arguing in the quarter finaL round shall be
determined in accordance with RuLe 12.7.

The teams WiLL be provided with a hard copy of the teams that they are Facing
prior to the beginning of the round. They are required to return the same at the
end of the round.

Each quarter final round WilLL be judged by three (3) oralLs judges. each of whom
shaLL award a maximum of 3 round points. The team with the higher total marks
on a particuLar judge s score-sheet WILL be the winner on that judge s score-
sheet. The winning team on a particuLar judge s score sheet shall be awarded 3
round points For that judge. In case of a tie between the two teams. each team
shall be awarded 15 round points For the concerned judge. Thus, every quarter
round WILL have 9 round points aLLotted to the oralLs. Memorial scores WilLL not
be accounted For in advanced rounds.

The team that scores the higher round points shall proceed to the semi-FinalL
rounds.

™HY.2. SEmi FINAL ROUND

Q. The maktchups in the semi—FinaL rounds shalLlL be as FolLLows:

.
H .
3

Winner of Quarter FinaL 1 v. Winner of Quarter FinaL

Winner of @Quarter FinaL 2 v. Winner of Quarter FinaL

b. RuLe H.3.2 (b) to 1H.3.2 (d) shalLlL appLy mutatis mutandis to the semi—Final rounds.
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THY.3. FINAL ROUND

a. The GRAND FINAL oF NLSTIAM 2023 wilL be helLd on 2T May.2023.
b. The side which a team wilLL be arguing in the FinaL round shall be determined in

accordance with RuLe 12.7.

15. PRIZES AND AWARDS

15.1. The winner of the Final Round WiLL be decLared the WJinning Team . whiLe the Losing
FinaLists WILL be decLared the Runners—up .

15.2. The Teams with the highest total memorial score (out of 200) For each side WiLL
be awarded the Best Memorial CLaimant and Best MemoriaL— Respondent auwards
respectivelLy.

15.3. The speaker with the highest average score at the concLusion of the preLiminary
rounds WILL be adjudged the Best Speaker . The average score Wwill be calcuLated by
dividing the totaL marks of each speaker by the number of times the speaker has
presented oralL arguments. To be eLigibLe For the Best Speaker Award . a speaker must
have argued at Least once For the CLaimant and once For the Respondent in the

preLiminary rounds.
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